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    Turning a tough subject into a game – complete with a fort 
and targets – encourages students to stay focused through 
multiple steps and formulas so they can be competitive when 
the games begin, says Nick Parmley, Waynesville High School 
physics teacher. 
    As the students launched marbles at a cardboard fort 
with plastic soldiers sitting on bull’s eye targets in the 
WHS cafeteria, their measurements, predictions, math and 
calculations all came into play. 
    “Students entered with their cheat sheets and battle plans so 
they could improve their chances of winning,” Parmley says. 
“Their calculations showed them how fast the marble would 
launch and how far it would go at a certain angle.” 
    Seeing the lesson on paper, Parmley admits, does not look 
like a lot of fun. The standard itself sounds complex: calculate 
displacement, velocity and time at various points in the motion 

WHS students turn 
physics into fun, games WMDS opens 5 local 

Little Free Libraries 

Happy Homecoming 2015! 
    The Homecoming parade begins at 2:30 p.m. Friday on the Square in downtown Waynesville and ends at Waynesville Middle 
School. Homecoming festivities move to the Waynesville High School campus with the Chamber of Commerce’s Community Pride 
Night starting at 5 p.m. The queen coronation will begin at 6:30 p.m. on the field and the kickoff of the football game is at 7 p.m. 
Photos from the parade and activities will appear later on the district’s main website.

Physics students work to get just the right angle to hit the 
targets on the fort. 

Continued on page 2

Waynesville Middle School students in Somer Rivard’s 
Language Arts classes dedicated five Little Free Libraries 
this week, including on Fort Leonard Wood, where 
Principal Michele Sumter, Col. Andrew Herbst, Assistant 
Superintendent Darrel Vaughan, student Reid Stelle and 
Rivard spoke. 



East Elementary participated in the district’s 
“Love of Reading” kick-off with a special 
celebration the entire week. They began by going 
outside to hear a special story read by guest 
readers. Each student enjoyed the story, “How I 
Became A Pirate” by Melinda Long. The students 
received a bag of “pirate loot” containing items 
connected to the story. These items were used 
later, in the classroom, for a retelling activity. 
Each morning Principal Renee Hays would read 
a positive reading quote and announce a winner 
of the library book basket drawing. Five winners 
each received a basket full of books and related 
reading materials. It was a fun and successful 
week of reading activities at East Elementary. 

of an object moving simultaneously in two 
directions.
    But by breaking the standard down and 
having students measure the speed of marbles 
coming out of the launchers, test the marbles at 
different angles, and calculate distance, Parmley 
taught students that physics can be fun. 
    Although it’s his first year at Waynesville 
High School, Parmley says this is one lesson that 
will be repeated for future students.   
    “Students learned how displacement, velocity 
and time are used in the real world,” Parmley 
says. “They learned how to apply the hard math 
and see how to use it, but most importantly it 
was fun.” 

Physics Continued from page 1

Above, students take a close aim at the fort, making new calculations based on 
the closer distance. Bottom left, students take aim from a distance.

Nick Parmley, WHS 
physics teacher.

    On Tuesday, Sept. 22, the worldwide 
“With You All The Way!” tour stopped 
at the Waynesville Sixth Grade Center. 
    Through animated tales, Trevor 
Romain – of the Comfort Crew for 
Military Kids and the Fort Leonard 
Wood USO – addressed some of the 
most common problems that children in 
military families face.  
    Romain began his presentation with 
a brief animated video depicting three 
children struggling with military life.  

Following the 
video, Romain 
invited sixth 
graders to share 
their feelings of 
being a military 
child.  Through 
inspirational 
humor, Romain 
listened to 
personal stories 
of sixth grade 

military kids, while offering messages 
of support and encouragement, and 
reinforced healthy coping strategies.
    As part of their worldwide tour, the 
Comfort Crew for Kids and The USO 
are traveling around the world visiting 
military bases delivering support for 
military kids and their classmates.  
Since 2010, the With You All The 
Way! Tour has visited over 150,000 
military kids in more than 13 countries.   
The Comfort Crew for Kids supports 
children ages six to 18 as they tackle 
difficult issues unique to growing up 
in a military family, such as helping 
kids prepare for deployments, mobility 
issues facing military children, and 
other challenges of military life.

‘With You All The 
Way!’ tour visits 
6th Grade Center

Trevor Romain of the Comfort Crew 
for Military Kids and the Fort Leonard 
Wood USO leans in to listen to sixth 
graders. 



Retired Assistant Commissioner of 
Missouri’s Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education, Stan 
Johnson, and Mrs. Johnson 
portrayed and retold the story of 
Johnny Appleseed during the Love of 
Reading Day at Thayer Elementary.

Author and parent, Jennifer Crawford 
shared her book, “No Sand in the 
House” and explained the writing 
process to second and fifth grade 
students at Thayer Elementary on the 
Love of Reading Day. 

The Waynesville High School volleyball team presented a check for $700 to Travis 
Lynch and Team Anita – Pay it Forward in honor of breast cancer awareness on 
Tuesday. The team raised the money through the sales of their “Dig Pink” shirts 
this month and then donated the money to the Team Anita – Pay it Forward Fund. 
Travis Lynch, Anita’s husband, started the fund and it has raised enough money 
to purchase a victory bell at Mercy Health for patients who go into remission. The 
fund also helps purchase wigs for those who cannot afford it. Anita passed away 
two years ago, leaving behind three children and her husband. On the court, the 
volleyball team took second place last weekend at the Rolla Invitational. Their 
overall record for the tournament was 5-1, dropping first place to Rolla in the 
Championship match, 25-21, 22-25, 21-25. Photo by Derek Dueker

    A free flu shot clinic for students 
in grades Pre-K through 12th will be 
held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday, Oct. 
23, at the Waynesville Middle Lower 
Gym. Students and parents should enter 
through the door near the tennis court 
parking lot. Students must be enrolled 
in school and be between 3 and 18 
years of age.  The vaccine is free for all 
students and a parent must complete the 
consent form.

Free flu clinic 
for students 

The Waynesville Sixth 
Grade Center celebrated 
the Love of Reading Day 
with a mustache contest 
and an assembly with 
author Deborah Hopkinson 
speaking to the students 
via Skype. Throughout the 
day, students received a 
“caught reading” button.  
Hopkinson is the author 
of more than 40 books for 
young readers including 
picture books, middle grade fiction and nonfiction. In her presentations 
at schools and conferences, she helps bring history and research alive. A 
four-time Oregon Book Award finalist, Deborah won in 2009 for Keep On! The 
Story of Matthew Henson, Co-Discoverer of the North Pole. Her most recent 
historical fiction title, The Great Trouble: A Mystery of London,  the Blue 
Death, and a Boy Called Eel won the OCTE Oregon Spirit Award. 



    The Varsity Boys cross country 
team took second place in the Rolla 
Invitational meet on Sept. 24.  The 
boys team was led by Luke Morrison 
with a time of 17:17 in 9th place. The 
girls were led by Alaixces Bartley who 
finished 6th with a time of 20:38 and 
was racing for the first time this season 
after returning from an injury. 

    The Waynsville JROTC Tiger 
Batallion’s Raider Team had a great 
weekend in Des Moines, Iowa, 
winning 1st overall of 17 teams 
competing. The following are the 
team’s results:  
    1st place PT Test
    1st place 10k Run
    1st place Litter Carry
    1st place Raider Challenge Course

    If a “gone fishing” sign is 
hanging on the door of Bruce 
Kimball’s class at Thayer 
Elementary, do not worry; he’s 
still in the classroom. He’s using 
a man-made pond, created from a 
wading pool, to teach fifth graders 
about formulating and testing 
hypothesis as part of their lesson on 
scientific inquiry. Beyond science, 
his students are also working on their reading and writing 
standards.
    Students rush back after being away to see the location of 
the crawdads in their manmade habitat, and they observe and 
record whether the crawdads prefer the natural or blue gravel. 
Their observation data will be graphed and interpreted and 
used to either confirm or dispel their hypothesis about the type 
of gravel the crawdads prefer. 

Crawdads help 
teach scientific 
inquiry

The English as a Second Language program at the Sixth Grade Center 
held a celebration for students who have tested out of ESL based on 
their scores on the ACCESS test and the MAP test. The celebration 
was held Sept. 25 and students were presented certificates for their 
accomplishment. The students with their families are Christopher 
Whitlock, Hilda Brown-Gutierrez, Jonathan Falaniko, Jaden Gomez, 
Zalton Anni, Maria Cichocki and Nele Kuester. 

Going the distance

Top, Eric Morriss, an eighth grader, has been 
named the Waynesville Middle School Student 
of the Month for August and above, Rishaun 
Lucero, an eighth grader, has been named the 
WMDS Student of the Month for September. Both 
are A students with perfect attendance and were 
honored Sept. 22 at the Rotary Club of Pulaski 
County meeting.  Eric, the son of Mike and 
Jeanne Morriss (both Waynesville employees) 
is described by teachers and coaches as 
being kind, respectful and committed to both 
academics and athletics. Luero, the son of Glenn 
and Richel Lucero, is described as being an 
amazing student who excels in all his work and 
takes personal pride in achieving his best.  

WMDS students of month

Raiders take 1st at Des Moines 
    2nd place Rope Bridge
    3rd place Biathlon

    The team’s members are Alex 
Shick, James Fry, Walter McKee, 
Mason Michaels, EJ Warren, 
Nick Simpkins, Chris Alveraz, 
Jacob Askins and Erich Gries. 
    Next up is Wentworth Military 
Academy Oct. 2 and 3.


